


the road to life.  They all kept their fingers crossed that she would indeed 
come back that night. And she did! Shortly after midnight she came in and 
asked for the Hip Hop Crew. After that it became a regular visit. 

Eventually she began to open up about herself. Her parents had split up 
when she was small. She went to live with her mother but life seemed a 
long succession of arguments, fights and temper tantrums. She said that 
when she was 10 years old she decided she had had enough and started 
living alone on the street. We were shocked to say the least and seriously
worried. 

She continued with the Hip Hop and we eventually persuaded her to move 
her activities to late evening rather than after midnight. She moved into 
our residential center but still refused to go to school. And since she was 
not yet 15 years old she could not get a job. 

The dancing filled the gap. She became more confident in herself and set 
herself a goal. She would perform on the stage and teach others to dance. 
We felt that we had hit the jackpot. Her self-confidence and ability to 
relate to others developed by leaps and bounds. 

Another surprising development for us what that the “cold war” which 
had existed between her and her family gradually ceased and she moved 
back to living at home – an unusual girl! It was a little bit tough in the 
beginning but things seem to have worked out in the end. 

When she reached 15 years old she asked if we would employ her as a 
Program Assistant in the School of Hip Hop. We were more than happy to 
do so. Time passed and she set herself a new goal. She was determined to 
leave Youth Outreach, get a job “outside” and set up her own family – an 
“iron lady” indeed. From suicide to building her own life to setting up a
family. 

We are still in touch and give her all the support we can. The road she has 
chosen is not easy but she is a very talented and capable young woman 
and we are optimistic that the way ahead of her is bright. Keep her in your 
heart. 

Sincerely

Peter Newbery




